This is the introduction to my part of the presentation:
Leslie: Good afternoon, my name is Leslie Ramirez. I am a senior International Baccalaureate senior. The International Baccalaureate Programme is a program which aims to create better human beings through education. We are taught about differences and perceptions of people and are encouraged to accept others, as well as their opinions, so we are able to realize that even with differences, everyone can be right. To this end, IB aims to create a more compassionate and understanding world. As part of IB, we have a subproject called Creativity Action Service, or CAS, in which we are required to identify a community need and we address that need, aiming to find a solution. As a requirement, CAS should be able to self-sustain even after we finish the project for the IB program.

In the following presentation, we will tell you about what we do with the kids, from the math problems to the games that get them going, the techniques we use to get them engaged, why we wanted to address this particular community need, how we could have improved the project, the progression we saw in the kids and within ourselves, and what will be done to continue the service.

Our want as a CAS group was to work with children, because by helping them we directly change the future, for they hold the future in their hands. I developed the idea of mentoring children at the middle school I attended, providing some sort of supplementary help to their schooling. When I went to talk to one of the assistant principals who was my sixth grade Humanities teacher, Mrs. Miles, she was quick to point out that the English as a Second Language, or ESL, were the most needy and their TAKS scores were particularly low. We incorporated their need to our mission and our mission became to help these children develop basic skills that they could not only use for the now STAAR test but to help themselves achieve their full academic potential that they can use anywhere by providing a fun and efficient learning environment

I came to the United States when I was eight years old from our sister city across the border. I remember having only one friend, a Japanese girl who spoke just as much English as I did. The frustration I felt because I couldn't talk to anyone was endless. I walked behind Ayana, the Japanese girl, during lunch every day; not even the kids who spoke Spanish at home to their parents wanted to speak Spanish to me because they didn't want to sound weird around their other friends. After a while of trailing behind Ayana, I became frustrated, and decided to sit on the hot cement in El Paso heat during lunch. There was a single person who changed my life. Mrs. Byars, the ESL teacher at Western Hills Elementary, focused on making sure we understood the English language. Without her, I honestly don't believe I could have been part of the GT program in middle school, and I wouldn't have been as involved in extracurriculars because I wouldn't have felt comfortable enough to be around other people. Without her, I wouldn't have involved in the IB program, which has provided me with the best education I could have imagined having and has given me the pleasure to give back to the community. My possibilities were opened immensely, and everything that I've yet to achieve emerged from a my desire and her help. We want to provide the same for these children, not only helping them improve now but hopefully opening up a brighter future full of the same opportunities we have had.

