The All- STAAR Curriculum

Our curriculum, created by six high school seniors in the International Baccalaureate program at Coronado High School in El Paso, Texas, has been proven very effective since its implementation in October 2011. It has been used in the All-STAARs Saturday mentoring program at Morehead Middle School.

English/Language Arts Plans:

To accomplish our goals for this specific subject area, we employed two techniques. Firstly, we incorporated the use of a novel and movie combination. Morehead provided us with the book Holes by Louis Sachar and one of our group members would provide the movie. Each week, we try to divide our two hours evenly between English and Mathematics. During the English hour, we split the kids into small, manageable groups and each one of the mentors takes a group. Depending on how many students we have, we will either switch groups every few chapters, or stay in the same “stations”. The mentors will decide how many chapters to read that day and then we split up. Within individual groups, the mentor will read with the students emphasizing the participation of the student. Each student in the group is required to read at least one page each at a time and the mentor will walk them through the page and help them pronounce any words that they do not understand. During readings as well, mentors point out key words that they believe are important to the understanding of the story and make sure the students understand it. After everyone in the group has read, the mentor will also read one page so that they can hear the flow, and the pronunciation of the words. After each page and chapter as well, mentors ask the students to explain in detail what they just read. Reading out loud as allowed the students to speak clearer, without fear of making mistakes, and they have a better understanding of what is going on around them and in the book. After the decided amount of reading is completed, the students will then continue to watch the movie to see what they just read come to life.

To keep the students interested in what they are reading in the book, we incorporate outside activities to keep them active and participating. One morning we took them outside with chalk and had them make their own “holes”. In the holes, they illustrated what they had read about in the book and so they drew with their chalk fossils, tubes of lipstick, etc. (all of which were detailed in the book). The kids loved this activity and it kept them both active and interested.

Other than reading their novels, we also have other techniques that we have used to keep the students interested, practicing their writing, and practicing their reading/speaking which is the entire goal of our project. Without competition, it seems like the children get bored and do not have fun. We made a part of our curriculum out of that. To get the children active and competitive we utilize the chalk board and break them up into smaller groups. Each group has one person go up to the board and they are asked a question. The first one to have the answer correct, gets a point. The students love this! It is an effective way to keep them engaged, competing, encouraging each other, and practicing all of the skills they need to succeed in with their English. Questions include:

· Name five things that contain the letters “ph” somewhere in it

· Name five things that start with the letter “K”

· Name five things that are green

We also use this technique of adding an element of competition when they are learning their math, which will be explained in the following section.

Mathematics Plans:


Morehead provided us with math packets which were specifically designed to accommodate the skills need on the STAAR test. We take these packets, and in our small groups once again (because they are more effective) work out each page in the packet. We have the students read out loud the story setting up the problem and have them ask any questions. We then continue to work on the problems going step by step making sure each student understands the problem and why they are getting certain answers. When the kids have questions on the packet, we try to illustrate the response. For example, we counted time one day and for this, we all drew clocks on our papers then followed the hours as the story progressed.


We use a similar technique like we do when they learn English Arts. We use completion to keep them participating in their math lessons as well. The games will follow the same set up as the English game except the questions are altered to include some like:

· What is 1/2 + 3/8 + 2/4?

· What is 5/6 divided by 8/10?

· What are the first five multiples of 6?

Questions similar to these give the kids a chance to practice their quick thinking math skills and allow them to get help with anything they need.

Other Plans/Lessons:


As occasion permits, we like to teach the students about important aspects in their lives and communities. This January, we had the opportunity to teach the kids a special Civic Engagement Lesson the weekend before Martin Luther King Jr. Day. The majority of our students did not even know who he was. We got books from the school that were a biography of Martin Luther King Jr. and read it with them. They took turns once again and were able to practice their English in front of their peers and learn about a figure that is so prominent in our history. After they read about his life, they created posters about why it was important to vote and be civically engaged in their communities. We emphasized to the kids that we must be civically aware in order to prevent things, such as the lack of civil rights, from happening.


A small comment from our mentor (who is at every Saturday lesson we teach) she mentioned in an email to our leader:

“This tutoring program has been wonderful, and you guys are doing a fantastic job!”

